INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON TORTURE AND HUMAN RLLHS

STRASBOURG, 3 - 5 OCTOBER 1977

Paper by Professor Otto Triffterer for Working Group I

THE "PROHIBITION OF TORTURE! IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LW
- DEMAND AND REALITY

The history of torture impressively
teaches how easily mankind in the
exercise of power becomes accustomed
‘4o the most base abus¢s and becdmes
deaf to the voice of justice, of
humanity, of reason."
Eberhard Schmidt

INTRODUCTION

1. Historical review and present day importance of the subject.

a) - The present manifestation of torture is decisively determined by its
use against opponents of the state. This conforms to one of the historic
beginnings of torture which was originally employed beth in the contest -
for power as a means of subjugating the political opponent and also in legal
interrogations.. Ever since the introduction of trial by inquisition,
torture, as a method of trial explicitly permitted by law, for some 500
years characterized-German criminal law, It is thanks to the Eniightment
and law of nature or reasorn of the 18th cenfury that the fight for the
abolition of torture, "in the origin and presentation of which all
negative human characteristics jointly. contributed in a frightening
manner", gained decisive victories.. When these efforts had removed the
legal basis of torture, it was thought that torture hal been eliminated
onge: and for all, Consequently, after the "elimination" of torture, no

prohibition of torture was explicitly provided for in state law.
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for power as a means of subjugating the political opponent and also in legal
interrogations.. Ever since the introduction of trial by ingquisition,
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and law of nature or reason of the 18th century that the fight for the
abolition of torture, "in the origin and presentation of which all
negative human characteristics jointly. contributed in a frightening
manner', gained decisive victories.. When these efforts had removed the
legal basis of torture, it was thought that torture hal been eliminated
once: and for all. Consequently, after the "elimination' of torture, no
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON TORTURE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

STRASBOURG, 3 - 5 OCTOBER, 1977

OPENING PLENARY
OFENING PLENARY

Address to the Opening Plenary of the Strasbourg Seminar on Torture and

Human Rights

by Dr Inge Kemp Genefke

I am one of a group of Danish doctors working within Amnesty
International in the fight against torture. First I will tell you about
the background for starting this work and how we started.

Then, I shall go on to the way in which the work has progressed.
How several groups of doctors have been formed, groups working on the

subject of torture in various ways, but always from a professional point
of view. :

Thereafter, I am going to report our preliminary result. Obviously,
the results are preliminary. The work done so far is what is called by a
research team pilot work.

Finally, I shall discuss the future. Of course, it is the intention
that- future work is to take place not only in Denmark. Attempts are already
being made to set up groups like ours on an international level.

Background

411 of you who are present here know the background of Amnesty
International. Owing to the increasing use .. Sortwic in practically all
parts of the world, Amnesty took up this problem and in 1973 formed =a
special section, the campaign against torture. In December 1973 a conference
on torture was held in Paris, and at that conference it was decided that the
numerous research parties sent out by Amnesty should include doctors. If

possible, these doctors were to examine victims of torture.
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their parents' situatior has done t6 them.
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tﬁeteqset up professional medical resecarch projects, all of which have
consuc e aims: to be able to disclose torture, to investigate its
equences, and - we hope - to alleviate these consequencesSe.

As o fourth result of our work we would like to mention that our
knowledge has been utilized in practice on travels. In addition to Greece,
we have gone to South Korea. As is apparent from one of the other scientific
papers published, we have cxamined young people subjected to torture in

o other countries

Uruguay as well as in Argentina. We have travelled t
where we have cxamined victims, and we are planning further travels.

Ihe Future
Our primary object is to make doctors in other countries regard

torture consequences as a disease. Torture concegquences is a disease

whicz ought to concern doctors like any other disease. Our purpose 18

to try to create medical groups in all countries that counteract the

disease torture. The result of our work will depend upon whether it is

possitle to form medical groups according to our pattern ia other countries.
Therefore, we have formed an amnesty Medical Advieory Board in direct

connection with the Executive Committec. The main task of the doctors on

this Boa~d is to set up medical groups on an international level according

to the Dznish model.
In addition to the purely professional work, we want to supply
informatior about torture, take part in the maintenance and spread of
an international opinion against torture. We want to take part in a
collegiate :osessment of doctors who use their professional knowledge to
t the medical profession

assisct tormertors. Last, but not least, we wan
to understan{ the problem, that it is a collective problem to all doctors
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torturers, the detection of torture sequelae, and, ultimately, the

roved medical care for torture victimc.
to sponsor such research.
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support. This fidd of medical research can and

with shared rescurtes and results.
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