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Declavation on the Protectien of ALL Persons from
being Subjested to Torture and Othep Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment op Punighment

The General. Assembly,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the
Charter of the United Nations, récognition of the inherent dignity and of the
equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation

of freedom, justice and péace in the world,

Considering that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the.
human person,

Constdering aleo the obligation of States under the Charter, in particular
Article 55, to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights

and fundamental freedoms, e
1

Hwing vegard to Atticle 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1)
end Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (2) both |
of which provide that no one may be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman o 1
degrading treatment or punishment, e

Adopts the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons from being Subjected |
to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the text
of which is annexed to the present resolution, as a guideline for all States and
other entities exercising effective power. : \ i

' il |
|
(1)  General Assembly resolution 217 A (III),

(2) General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex,
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ayan ANNEX
DecZa{ation on the Protection of All Persons from
being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel,
Tnhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Article 1
al rticle
L. For.the purpose of this Declaration, torture means any act by Whifh ; :
severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted by
or at Fhe instigation of a public official on a person for such purposes as
obtaining from him or a third person information or confession, pun}sblng'hlm gor
an act he has committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating him
or other persons. It does not include pain or suffering arising only fro?,
inherent in or incidental to, lawful sanctions to the extent consistent with the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.
2,  Torture constitutes an aggravated and deliberate form or cruel, inhuman
' or degrading treatment or punishment.
'Assembl
) Article 2
neidére P
Nationt Any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
embres ¢ punishment is an offence to human dignity and shall be condemned as a denial
eg est | of the purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and as a violation of the
le mond! human rights and fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration
; of Human Rights.
181déra
» humail Article 3
sidéra No State may permit or tolerate torture or other cruel, inhuman or
es Nat! degrading treatment Or punishment, Exceptional circumstances such as a state of war
spect 1 or a threat of var, internal political instability or any other public emergency
ndamen! may not be invoked as & justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment oT punishment.
mt con
'homme Article 4
civils
dlaf Fach State shall, in accordance with the provisions of this Declaration,
event torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading

jradent take effective measures Lo preve re and other cruel, imtimd
treatment or punishment from being practised within its jurisdiction.
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Article 5

Th I :
S ietizzgéiiigfelzw entoicement personnel an§ of other public officials
i aécount it forhperaon§ §ePr1ved ?f their liberty shall ensure that .
g i treatmento the ?Tohlbltlon against torture and other cruel, inhuman
s a2 i gr'punlshment‘ This prohibition shall also, where
i tg ’ ncluded in su$h general rules or instructions as are issued in

g 0 the duties and functions of anyone who may be involved in the custody
or treatment of such personms.

et i

Article 6

‘Each State shall keep under systematic review interrogation methods and
practices as well as arrangements for the custody and treatment of persons
deprived of their liberty in its territory, with a view to preventing any cases
of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

tée par
Article 7

Déela Each State shall ensure that all acts of torture as defined in Article 1-are
U offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply in regard to acts which
et au constitute participation in, complicity in, incitement to or am attempt to commit
torture.

Article 8

Any person who alleges that he has been subjected to torture or other cruel,
nérals inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment by or at the instigation of a public
official shall have the right to complain to, and to have his case impartially
examined by, the competent authorities of the State concerned.

2, COI
is, 1s
fami] Article 9
demer Sk s :
Wherever there is reasonable ground to believe that an act of torture as:
defined in Article 1 has been committed, the competent authorities of the 3tate
ces concerned shall promptly proceed to an impartial investigation even if there
has been no formal complaint.,
emen Article 10
ies, : ' ;
1 e If an investigation under Article 8 or Article 9 establishes that an act of
‘ torture as defined in Article 1 appears to have been committed, criminal
proceedings shall be instituted against the alleged offender or of fenders in
1'a accordance with national law, If an allegation of other forms of cruel, inhuman
e 1 or degrading treatment oI punishment is considered to be well‘fognd?d, the
g alleged offender or offenders shall be subject to criminal, disciplinary or
ni other appropriate proceedings.
) | ¢
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Article 11

ATLICLE 22
that an act of torture o other cruel, inhuman :zlon
shment has been committed by or at the 1nst1%lon
tim shall be afforded redréss and compensd
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pe RESOLUTION 3453 (XXX)

lopted by the United Nations General Assembly

4 on 9 December 1975

é

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment in relation to

L detention and tmprisonment
L

: =3

The General Assembly,

d Reaffirming the rejection, in its resolutions 3059 (XXVIII) of 2 November 1973
d and 3218 (XXIX) of 6 November 1974, of any form of torture and other cruel, inhuman
4 or degrading treatment or punishment,

n

Reiterating ite conviction expressed in resolution 3218 (XXIX) that, because
i the increase in the number of alarming reports on torture, further and sustained
: ,J‘orts are necessary to protect under all circumstances the ba31c human right
be free from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
| punmshment,

Welooming resolution & (XXVIII) of 10 September 1975, adopted by the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities,




"Assemblée ¢

’owddmt q
Nations pni
Embtel de la
S est le fo
€ monde,

idérant
humin. - b

dérant &gal
' Nations yn
ect univerg
imentales,

compte de
me 1/ et
18 et poli
a tol‘turg.'
ants,

€n tant qu
autorités ¢
n de toutes
lents cruel
nte résoly

/A (111),
0 A a;xn’

Ad H (76) 8

Bawing eongs
wid e .S'}_dgped t :
he report of the Secretary General (3) containing an

ana 1)( 1cal su ima y f t}le elved under Paragrﬂ
: 3 [ Iy o i
3 2 8 (X\I‘{) intormation rec

Reealling 1 s :
oF Chlimund on. ;::aigqueaL.tocghe Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
the protection of e ent ?F OLtegders that it consider steps to be taken for
agAtust oveure e 0t§2r5uns fub?ected to any form of detention or imprisonment
P Sl rAcrue¢, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
reon to the General Assembly at its thirtieth session,

Notiy : A
of Pfisonezi atgedworklng haper entitled "Health aspects of avoidable maltreatment
the Fifth Uni nd detainees”, (4) submitted by the World Health Organisation to
o nited Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Treatment of

fenders,

Hoting with appreciation the report of the Secretary General prepared under
paragraph 4 of resolution 3218 (XXIX), (5)

.Taklng into aecount that the Fifth United Nations Congress on the Prevention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders expressed the opinion that, on the matter
of elaborating an International Code of Police Ethics, there should be further

expert consideration,

Having adopted the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from being
subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,

annexed to resolution 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,

Believing that further international efforts are needed to ensure adequate
protection for all against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

or punishment,

1. Expresses L8 appreciation to the Fifth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders for the elaboration of the
Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from being Subjected to Torture and

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment;

ission on Human Rights at its thirty-second

B Requests the Comu
f torture and any necessary steps for:

gession to study the question 0

a. Ensuring the effective observance of the Declaration on the Protection
of All Person from being subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading

Treatment or Punishment;

ormulation of a body of principles for the protection of all
on or imprisonment on the basis of the Study of
from Arbitrary Arrest, Detention and Exile (6)
from arbitrary arrest and detention contained

b The f
pergons under any form of detenti
the Right of Everyone to be Free
and the draft principles on freedom

b

therein;

ik

——————————————

A/10158 and Corr. 1 and Add, 1.
A/CONF/56/9.

)
)
) A/10260,
)  United Nations publication, Sales Yo, 65,%IV.2,
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\ittee on Crime Prevention and Control to

lia, the proposals presented to and

fth United Nations Congress on the Prevention

nent of ders, a draft code of conduct for law -
| to eubmit chis draft code to the General Assembly

i through the Commission for Social Development and
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rcement of
ts thirty-se

he Economic and So

Jorld Health Organisation to give further attention
on of principles of medical ethics relevant to the

ced to any form of detention or imprisonment against
man or degrading treatment or punishment;

S to the study and
protection of per
torture and other crue

Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-first
cession an item entitled "Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment” for the purpose of reviewing the progress achieved in accordance
with the present resolution,




