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Amnesty International
International Secretariat
53 Theobalds Road

London WC1X 8SP

N.S. %

To: All national sections

From: Research Department (Tracy Ulltveit-Moe)

Date: 26th September 1973

Re: Chile
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URGENT - IMPORTANT -~ URGENT - IMPORTANT - URGENT

We are naturally extremely concerned at events 1n Chile and are trying to

collect information as quickly as possible concerning numbers ?nd nag:s of
those arrested. We are also anxious to determine the procedures to

followed by the military junta in dealing with the detainegsa We gsk 2
national sections' full support in our efforts to collect information an

protect the lives of those now under arrest. We therefore usge you tO
below as possible and report back

follow up as many of the suggestions given _ e
to the Secretariat as soon as possible. Please note 1in your reports whe

your actions can be made public, or can be circulated to national sectlons
as suggestions for future action.

AT THIS EXTREMELY DELICATE STAGE IN OUR EFFORTS, WE ASK YOU NOT

TO TAKE ANY PUBLIC ACTION OTHER THAN SUGGESTED HERE, OR MAKE ANY

PUBLIC STATEMENT IN THE NAME OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CONCERNING

CHILE WITHOUT FIRST CHECKING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT.

We are aware that not all sections will be in a position to carry out many
of the suggested actions and trust in your discretion in determining the
most useful way for your section to aid our efforts vis—a-vis Chile.

Suggested actions for national sections

(1) Prisoners

Repdr£s'of numbers of those killed, wounded or imprisoned vary widely,
put the new regime admits to holding over 4000 in the sports stadium

in Santiago. The Minister of the Interlor has openly admitted that many
of these detainees are innocent and will be released after interrogation.
Five thousand two hundred prisoners are expected to be tried by court-
martial at an as yet undetermined time, the majority of them for having
suppprted the Allende government. Already slx prisoners have been

reported 'killed while trying to escape’'.

We have taken general action (see on) on behalf of the prisoners, but
need more specific information and your help to be effective. Therefore,

ﬂﬂa/ﬂnn



http://www.a-pdf.com

'5:/ 2

=

st 10NnSs

: -y - £ Ao FJ'Df}lrfll-
as many of the followlng sugges

a5 upon *
please act up been reportling

yery who have Lt oty
-tails as possible a

ndents in your coul
1 in Chile, ask the

(a) Contact foreign COrresSpolx R
onn Chile in order to obtaln &as many < :mﬂ ctil .
those arrested. If the correspondents &k malist to collect names O :

. ' - 2 ou " - — thﬂE
: e sncourage the ) ‘ the Interna
er in question to encou octly to tl
ESZEEEE priSGE;rs and pass them on to you ©Of girectsay

Secretariat.

country who have been

PTRE 3 our : <
(b) Contact former Chilean Embassy officials 1In Y 5 pgliticaJ.EﬂHmilntEtE?

ousted by the new regime. These will have beez thone e ALY Do

and in many countries, thelr home R dgnrt know which have
available in foreign diplomatic 1ists. If  iSae . vaur country who

" been removed by the new government, journallsts iheynew Embassy staff
specialise in Chilean affalrs may be helpfu; Ozntact the ex-—Embassy
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(c) Write to your country's Embassy in Chile asking J.for de.atalls(c;f: rila“reze
and names of people from your country c:urre::w.tly in Chll(.—:? X tian =

best that this contact be undertaken by a high level politiclan Y

Amnesty directly?) Your countrymen in Chile could be ci%"cularised with
our standard Amnesty International introduction letter (in your language)
and provided with sample prisoner data questionnaire forms (samples of

'bdth enclosed).

(d) Contact universities in your own country for names of scholars ‘at present
in Chile, and try and make indirect contact with theh to obtain details of
arrests, g.g. persons travelling back and forth to Latin America
(journalists, academics, etc.) should be urged to try and establish
contact with your fellow citizens in Chile in an effort to obtain
detailed informations alternatively, academics at universities in your
country may be able tc:_suggest- means of contacting colleagues abroad.
Proce?d extremely cautiously - these people may well be in danger. If you

(2) Refugees and foreign nationals

As you have doubtless read in your couﬁﬁry's pféés th 1 IR
: : € man
foreigners in Chile are thought to be a main targe;: of currint 3?3223;22

arrests. Numbers of Latin Americans involved ar . B
(23/24.9.73) to be as follows: ¢ estimated in Le Monde

4000 BRolivians
3000 Urugwyans
- UP00  Argentinians
1200 Brazilians
387 Cubans (150 have al
580 Colombians |
178 Peruvians
150 Mexicans
36 Venezuelans

87 from Other Latin Ame

eady been expelled)
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6000 PBolivians
3500 Uruguayans
2700 Brazilians ¢ -
. - - 1 ans = C
+ some Argentinians, Mexicans, FEX s :
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Saeniesa i e deported. o
There are fears that if these people are arrested: _hn:;, I:,J:;[-H;;-;:it i
their country of origin, where prison sentences or G‘}' SRAT ve also been
3 L. = P ¥ . i ‘E-.-t-- = E"‘ = ¥
Fears for their safety in the hands of the Chilean :f*l:_“ # ,__{r;ona‘:s launched
expressed forllowing a vehement campaign against Isr.efgr* A c1ets OvVer
; Ajr Force nlanes 4r peC learlc
i . o foreign extremists

Dy the new regime; during the coup, _
Santiago exhorting Chileans to 'show no compassion tY
who have come to kill Chile‘. In fact, the foreigners -~ lsewhere in
foreign kechnicians or people who fled from military nglmEEf e t‘call‘
Latin America to seek refuge in Chile. Many suppor ted t}:}?-amocrat% 5 gicl"
elected Allende regime or joined some of the Chilean pc:lltlcal par :Les; zh_ :
have been outlawed by the new regime, and it is for these reasons tha €

junta has turned so strongly against them.
n nationals 1in Chile to the

Nations High Commissioner
ts to protect the
We

We have already appealed con behalf of the foreilg
Orgarssation of American States and to the United
for Refugees, but again, to be more successful 1n our effor
lives of the foreigners in Chile, we nead more detailed information.

ask your help in the following ways:

At the Council meeting in Vienna, all national sections were asked to
press their government to offer political asylum in their Embassy in
Santiago. Please report back to the Secretariat on any action your
seiztic}n has taken, and your government's response. If you have not yet
ra:r.sm::-d the matter with your government, please do so, via both your
Foreign Office and your country's Embassy in Santiago. Ask also for
the names of any refugees known to have been granted asylum, as well as
any who are known to have been in Chile at the time of the coup, but

are not yet accounted for.

(a)

(b) Organise support campai
gns (letters, telegrams petiti
governmentsthat have taken in refugees (Sweden: SWitzermlls etg. )Pta the
nd A eru‘!'

Mexico, Argentina ...) Support from abro
AR : 2d may be useful in givi
officials who wish to offer asylum the political leverage to givi:;g

(c) Ask well-known figures in
YOUur own country to ask .
questions in Parliament

(d) Check r :
. . egulations in your country for Chi leans already resid (
ent (can they

Chileans who may wish to ent
: €r your coun ernin
papers are required? wi try as polj g
will your government issue paptlecrzltﬁ:iugeeﬁ (what
will enable

such pe?ple to travel?) Please feport back ¢
_ o
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vice for any exiled Chileans who
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v (without affiliating) or
ot such groups underwaye

ericans thought to have been in Chale
will concern ourselves with foreign

unlikely to help them. Although we
.ricans and Buropeans have been arrested

realise that 2 numbel of North AmericC

or have disappeared, we feel that inguiries on thelir behalf will be most
~ffective if addressed O the relevant governments. Nonetheless, we will
endeavour to inform the relevant national section of such cases that

~ome o our attention, in the hope that sections will do their utmost to
~ontact anyone returning from Chile, to obtain news of others still held).

“inary at this stage and we ask your help 1in

4r_- Tatin Americans who may now be in danger in
+o0 gain enough such names toO be able to ask

by

Chile. Our cbjecti
for information as to their whereabouts without drawing undue attention
~ the few whose names we already have. Wwe therefore ask that you:
_  ask Latin American refugees or foreign nationals now in your country
for names and any other details d persons they believe to have been
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jn Chile at the time O& the coup i ko
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for names of those whO may have been politica Y.< e
all foreigners arc in some 4danger, and naturally if our ; Calabs
includ uncommitted or conservative people, aS well as likely actTivistos
snclusion on our list will not ~ark anyone down as having been
politically militant.

- Former Chilean Embassy ~fFficials (sece item 1b above) may also have

detalls

or any other ~ontacts you may have in the
scek asylum should be

names ©of others still
If your country

takes in refugees or has given
obtain details from your Forelg

iy arrive for details of ©

n Officeand try tO speak with exi%es‘
thers and for ideas oOn aid rransmissiOle

as th:
Also try and get taped interviews or notarised statements from people
coming from Chile - Chileans Or foreigners — about theirjexperlenceia

rmed of developmentse

Good luck in your efforts and do keep us fully info

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

information, listed below are SOmc of the activities the
p—

+ has already undertaken with regard to Chile. In view of

' I nt, we ask you NOT to take any actions or make
statements in the name of Amnesty International with regard
he Secretariat.
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national Council Meeting 1n

ress release was jssued at the Inter
to

calling on the new regime in Chile
and threatened deportations.

e

0

2

Vienna on 16th September,
stop executions, arrests
Commissioner for Refugees and the Organisation
by Amnesty in conjunction with the International
the Council meeting in Vienna, urging an

hile and protection for the political

2 Telegrams to the UN High
of American States, sent
Commission of Jurlsts, from
investigation of events in C

exiles there.

lines was sent on 23rd Beptember expressing

concern at the widespread arrests including the-reported house
arrest of the well known Chilean author and poet, Pablo Neruda, who
was (we have just read of his death from cancer) an Amnesty patron.

3. A telegram along similar

As noted above, a fund for the aid of Chilean refugees and exliles has

2.
been established and publicity concerning the existence of the fund
and its purpose has begun.

5. A list of foreign nationals known to have been living in Chile at the

+ime of the coup is being prepared. When sufficient names have beamn
collected we will determine how to best use the list 1n determining

the whereabouts of the people concerned.

5. A press conference was held on 24th September at which Dick Barbor-Mignht
a Br%tish lecturer, who had been held for 48 hours in the Santiago spor*é
sFadlum, discussed the scenes of harassment and ill-treatment he had :
w1tnesse§a Mr Barbor-Might relayed at the conference, held at Ehe
Se?retarlat, an appeal to Amnesty International from foreign nationals
being held prisoner in the sports stadium in Santiago.




