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when they receive no news
+ their efforts have

Individual groups often become discouraged
about their own prisoner, Or any indication tha
had any effect. However, the International gsecretariat has the

advantage of followlng all of our ceses OI Rrazil, and we have been

very encouraged lately to note that many rpreakthroughs' have been ‘
made. Probably as a result of widespread dissemination of the BF3211
report, we have been receiving material from entirely new areas in
Brazil, sometimes concerning very concrete new caseSe This enables

us to act quickly and with fuller facts than has sometimes been the :
case in the past. Too, we have recently received sOme very encouraging
feed-back concerning both ongoing cases as well as, thanks to €X-
prisoners of conscience who feel our work was helpful in securing better
treatment and/or release for them, possibilities for sending aid to
Brazil for prisoners and their families are on the increase.

Wwe have also felt that international interest in Brazil 1s continually
more in evidence and we have thus been able to place more press material

than ever before in recent months. =2 notice too that many more
theatrical, literary, T.V. and film projects are underway concerning
Brazil, and as Amnes®*y's work on that country is appacently becoming
better known, we have been able to supply material to many persons

engaged on such projects.

In order to give groups, who may not have had a break-through on their
own case, a wider picture of the importance and effect of our work 1in
Brazil, we have collected together for your information some quotes
from recent letters. Where necessary for the safety of the persons
jnvolved, names or places have been blanked out.

1. A released prisoner writes to us having left Brazil: %

" I returned a few months ago from Brazil where I spent some

- - -

t+ime in various prisons as a political prisoner.

During my last period of incarceration 1t came to my attention
in About September 1972, that Amnesty International had sent a
letter or letters expressing concern on my behalf. I want to
thank you now since I could not reply at the time. Later I had
the opportunity to become acquainted with the activities of

Amnesty International.

I wish Fo express my deep gratitude for your concern over the state
of justice or lack of it as manifested in the fate of political

prisoners.

If there is anything I can do to contribute to the work of your
organisation, please contact me.

ﬁccept.my thanks on my own behalf and that of many campanions who
are still in the prisons of Brazil."
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2. After the release of a prisoner, a group continued thelr e
investigations ancd were eventually able to conta?t the Mo e e
of their prisoner. They jearned from a contact in Brazil that:

w_. The mother told that, immediately after the arrest, they *
had noticed that an international organisation took interest 1n
the case. She had wanted to inform them about the release, but
as she had no details about the aganisation, she did not do so.
She let me know that she experienced it as support and she
thanked me for the organisation's efforts, which I pass Onh. I

am happy A. is freel ..."

3. A released couple, now in Chile, write:

"Dear friend, Please excuse the familiarity of this letter.
However, after all that we know of the work and the unceasing
efforts which you undertook to secure our release, we feel that
it would be a little artificial to treat you formally, because
of all the friendship that we feel for you ..."

4. A released student hopes to come to Europe to study:

"I was sO happy to receive your last letter. When my father
first received a letter from abroad, we were frightened, but
then we became happy to learn that people in other countries
cared about me. I want to stay in touch with you always, and

I am very happy to think about the possibility to go to
Europe, especlally if the dream that one can speak as one wants
there, and one can change one's ideas is true - all of which

is impossible here ...

For my wife and I, nothing would be better than to be able to

study in your country. That is something I have always dreamed
of ... 1f we can obtaln a study grant, we will work at no matter

what in order to have the chance to study.

I will do my best to stay 1n contact with you always ... I thank
you again for your interest; our joy, our desire to be with you
is stronger all of the time ... it is so good to think that one
day we will speak face to face."

S. A priest has received letters from Amnesty groups asking for
information on particular cases. He writes:

"Dear friend, You must excuse me for not answering Sooner, There
is certainly no lack here of events, and prisoners. I am very
satisfied with your letter, and the accompanying information. I
thank you for your friendship and your service to the cause of
human liberty. I strongly promise my friendship in return,

Our correspondence is very controlled; *Sd, 1t wouldn't be wise

for me to give an address, even for a cause as noble as your owne.
I'm sure you will understand.

Your friendship, the actions taken b "
; Yy Amnest are an
of those who fight for their brothers, e saon et

Pray for us ... best greetings from your friend.
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